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QE OF INTERNAL MODIFIERS BY L2 FRENCH LEARNERS \

INTRODUCTION: 2. Downtowners (DOWN) : Use of words/expressions that reduce the force of the request.

Requests are an integral Part of our daily Iives..D.rew & C,Ouper_KUh,Ien (2014:1) describes Examples : 1B. USE OF INTERNAL MODIFIERS BY NANTES LEARNERS (NL) BEFORE AND
requests as "the most basic and widespread activity of social interaction”. c) Je veux faire une promenade a la mall et tu veux aller avec moi pour s’'amuser un peu AFTER STUDY ABROAD

Given the face-threatening nature (Brown & Levinson,1987) involved in making this speech (NL1O, sit 8) _ _ i

act, the speaker may want to modify the impact of it by employing particular modification (I want to go for a walk at the mall and do you want to go with me to have a little fun ) 80 %

devices that have been classified into two types: internal and external. 70 %  68%

, . _ L , L d) Est-ce que tu es un peu libre pour qu'on peut se faire un promenade a la plage (CL7, sit 60 %- P PEFORE
According to Sifianou (1999:158), internal modification devices refer to those linguistic and 8) AFTER
syntactic elements that appear within the same request act in order to mitigate or intensif 50 %-
itg force bpear w a J y (Are you a little free for us to take a walk at the beach?)

' 40 %-
Example: Can you please open the door for me? . _ . 30 % o 0
Here, please is an internal modification devise (politeness marker), mitigating the illocutive 3. Conditional (COND) : Use of the conditional tense. 20 % - 21% 20 % 18 %
force of the request.
Examples: 10 %- 6% 20 4%
0 % | | e 1% 1% 0% 0%
] e) Je voudrais savoir le prix d'une chambre pour un semestre dans votre etablissement i ZERO POLI COND DOWN COMB IMP
RESEARCH FOCUS: (NL2, sit 2)
* Study abroad and language variation (I would like to know the price of a room per semester in your establishment)

* Native speaker use of internal modifiers

* Learner use of internal modifiers before and after study abroac f) Je voudrais utilise cet opportunité de parler avec vous a propos de le bourse

(CLY, sit1) | | | 1C. USE OF INTERNAL MODIFIERS BY COTONOU LEARNERS (CL) BEFORE AND
(I would like to use this opportunity to talk to you about a scholarship) AFTER STUDY ABROAD
METHOD:
. A longitudinal study | 70 %
. Oral DCTs conducted before and after study abroad (August 2016- June 2017) 4. Imperfect (IMP) : Use of the imperfect tense. 60% 2P 549
mBEFORE
Examples: 50 % AFTER

<+ 8 ORAL DCT SITUATIONS g) Je voulais demander c'est comment pour faire une demande de logement du coup (NN1,

: 40 %-

: : larshi + 1 sit 1)
€  Asking your Vice Chancellor how to get a scholarship (sit 1) (I wanted to find out how to apply for accomodation) e
4 Asking a secretary for information (sit 2) ° .
€  Asking a cashier to change your ticket (sit 3) 20 % 20% 4 19% =
¢ Asking for directions from a man on the street (sit 4) h) Je voulais savoir combien était le prix pour un semestre (NN10, sit 2) )
_ _ _ (I wanted to know how much the price was for the semester) 10 % 5% 5%
€  Asking a friend to lend you a book (sit 5) do. | | 0% 1% 0% 1%
€®  Asking a friend to take a walk with you after a bad day (sit 6) 2ERO POLI COND DOWN comB IMP
r'S Inviting a friend to a party (sit 7) 5. Combination (COMB) : Use of 2 different internal modifiers.
€ Inviting a friend to a restaurant (sit 8) Examples :
1) S'il vous plait je voudrais savoir le prix d'une chambre pour une un semestre (CL7, sit 2)

< Data was audio recorded by iTalk recorder and transcribed by Partitur Editor (Please | would like to know the price of a room per semester) DISCUSSION:-

(Exmaralda) _ . .
j) Je voulais savoir s’il vous plait ou se trouve la faculté de droit ( NN10, sit 4)

(I wanted to please know where the law faculty is situated)

RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS: Nantes Natives make use of the Conditional tense, the Imperfect tense and Zero use
whereas Cotonou Natives make use of the Conditonal tense and Zero use.

 Native use of internal modifiers

6. Zero use (ZERO) : No use of internal modifiers

24 French

Learners g | '

* Learner use of internal modifiers before and after study abroad
. , | Examples :
e e e k) Je veux savoir le process pour gagner un bourse (CL12, sit 1) 1. Before study abroad, the Nantes Learners make use of the Zero use and Politeness
ol - ; D ( I want to know the process involved in winning a scholarship) marker.
ol & | Sz, e After study abroad, they make use of Zero use, Politeness marker and Conditional tense.
12 learners S Lt T e L 4 — 1) Quel est le processus pour demander une bourse (NL8, sit 1)
S e e 12 learners _ _ _ _
at Cotonou - at Nantes (What is the process of getting a scholarship) 2. Before study abroad, the Cotonou Learners make use of Zero use, Politeness marker and
e the Conditional tense.
$ After study abroad, they make use of Zero use, Politeness marker and the Conditional
-_'lllﬂﬁim ii'l!l‘?lll tense.
s RESULTS:

: . ,
1A. USE OF INTERNAL MODIFIERS BY NANTES NATIVES AND COTONOU NATIVES CONCLUSION: Do learners reflect native pattern use after study abroad-

Only stay in Nantes seem to have an effect on use that reflects native pattern use through

) Average of 22 years the use of the conditional tense.
. Completed 3 years of formal French learning at the University of Ghana
. . 60 % -
. Embarked on a 10 month study abroad in Nantes (France) and Cotonou (Benin) BIBLIOGRAPHY-
< Acontrol group of 12 Nantes natives and 12 Cotonou natives oo RS 50 % '
i Brown P. & Levinson, S. (1987). Politeness: Some universals in language Use. CUP, Cambridge.
39 % COTONOU
ANALYSIS 40 % S9% NATIVES Drew, P. & Couper-Kuhlen, E. (2014). Requesting from speech act to recruitment, In P. Drew & E. Couper-
) Kuhlen (Eds.), Requesting in Social Interaction, (pp.1-34), John Benjamins Publishing Company, Amsterdam.
6 types of internal modifiers (2 lexical, 2 morphosyntaxique, 1 zero use, 1 comb) | | | | A
30 %- 28% Holtinnen, T. 2017 Passe-moi le sel » vs « Pourriez-vous me passer le sel, s’il vous plait ? » — Le

i _ _ ;. i développement des stratégies de requéte chez les apprenants finnophones de FLE In Connaissance et

1. Politeness marker (POLI) : Use of the politeness marker s’il te/vous plait (please). 19% Jsage en L.2. SHS Web of Conferences 38, 00004 (2017)
20 %- °
Examples: Kasper, G.& Rose,K.R. (2002). Pragmatic Development in a Second Language. Language Learning
Monograph series. Malden(MA): Blackwell.
.- ny - : 10 % 6%
a) S'il vous plait je veux demander le processus pour faire une demande de bourse (CLA1, 4 % ° 49 5% Pinto, D. 2005 ; The acquisition of requests by second language learners of Spanish. Spanish in Context 2:
sit 1) 0% 2% . .2 % 1-27.
0% — - . . .

(Please | want to ask about the process of asking for a scholarship) COND IMP POLI DOWN cowms ZERO Sifianou, M. (1992/1999). Politeness phenomena in England and Greece. A cross-cultural
perspective. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

b) S'il te plait j'ai besoin de ton livre est-ce que tu peux me préter? (NL9, sit 7) Shively, R. (2011). L2 pragmatic development in study abroad: A longitudinal study of Spanish service

: : encounters. Journal of Pragmatics, 43(6), 1818-1835
(Please | need your book, can i borrow it ?) 9 (6)
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